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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

Parallel Structure 

	TEACHER NAME

Hayley Williams
	PROGRAM NAME

Parma City School District

	
	[Unit Title]

	NRS EFL(s)
5 – 6 
	TIME FRAME
One 120-minute class



	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	S.6.4
	Knowledge of Language
	L.4.1, L.5.1

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	R.5.12, R.6.6

	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center (TRC)

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· Learners will understand the impact that parallel structure has on the flow of writing.
· Learners will identify parallel structure in historical documents.

· Learners will use coordinating conjunctions, FANBOYS, to create parallel structure in a text. 


	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Learners will compare and contrast parallel and un-parallel sentences and phrases, analyzing for flow and fluency.

· Learners will highlight examples of parallel structure in two historical texts.
· Learners will select the appropriate coordinating conjunctions, FANBOYS, to create parallel structure in a text.

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Learners can identify and use a gerund, infinitive phrase, clauses, colon, and coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS)



	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Think about coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS). What is the purpose of these? To show relationships and create sentence fluency. Today you are going to learn about parallelism in writing. Essentially parallelism is using the same pattern of words or phrases in writing to show that ideas are equally important. Parallelism creates flow in our writing. 
2. First, we will view a brief slideshow, What is Parallel Structure?, that introduces parallel structure and provides some great examples of each. I am handing out to you notes on parallel structure, Parallel Structure. You may add to these as we view the slideshow if necessary.

3. Go through each slide on the slideshow as a class. You can pause prior to the reveal of each correction to identify the error in the sentence that makes it un-parallel and correct as a class. 

4. You can spot parallelism in many famous speeches. We are going to examine the famous speech, the Gettysburg Address, for parallel structure. Can anyone tell me who wrote this and for what purpose? 

Briefly review who wrote the speech (Lincoln) and for what purpose (dedication of the military cemetery during the Civil War).
5. Handout a copy of the Gettysburg Address to each student and give them 10 minutes to analyze the speech for parallel structure. They can note this with a colored highlighter. 
6. Now, let’s review this as a class. Follow along as we view the speech projected on the board. Go through each slide asking students why the highlighted words are parallel. Select a different highlighter color to highlight the actual parallelism in the speech if it was different from what you identified. Pause at each example and ask students what makes it parallel.
a. Discuss the ideas presented in the speech. Ask students why this speech is so famous? What writing techniques did the author use? 
b. Rhetorical devices used that can be discussed- repetition, imagery, metaphor, simile, contrast, call to action, and ethos, pathos, logos

7. Assign students the Parallel Structure Practice Sheet (page 2) to complete with a partner. Circulate the room while students work to provide assistance as needed. Review these as a class once students are finished.
8. Review the significance of The Declaration of Independence with students prior to reading. What is the purpose of the document?
9. Students will now individually analyze The Declaration of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies by Thomas Jefferson for examples of parallel structure. They should highlight at least four examples. Review the document together.
a. Have students analyze this document for rhetorical devices just like they did for the Gettysburg Address. Discuss

10. As a final assessment, students will respond to the online quiz, Parallelism, on a sheet of paper, handing this in to the instructor as an exit ticket. 


	RESOURCES

Computer with Internet access

Projector, ability to project

WatchKnowLearn. (n.d.). What is Parallel Structure? Retrieved from http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=16513&CategoryID=5666
Student copies of Parallel Structure
Hines, J. (2007, February 9). Parallel Structure [PDF file]. Retrieved from http://web1.calbaptist.edu/uploadedFiles/arc/Parallel%20Structure%20worksheet.pdf
Student copies of the Gettysburg Address
Gettysburg Address. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/gettyb.asp
Highlighters for student use

Student copies of The Declaration of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies

The Declaration of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.law.indiana.edu/uslawdocs/declaration.html
Parallelism. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzes/niu/niu10.htm


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Visual presentation
· Whole class, partner, independent work


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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